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Garden Litter-pick
On 10 August 2020 RVR volunteers Ellen White, Peter Eastham, Paul White, Marjorie Birch, and
Lauren Hall pick up litter and tidy the garden of the abandoned Transport Interchange Facility at

Clitheroe.  At 10.20 the Manchester-bound train stands in Platform 1
Photo: Brian Haworth
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Previous editions of RVRNews featured the change of tenancy and re-opening of the
cafe at Hellifield station as the “24H Café” -  the name incorporating the final shed code
for the Hellifield loco shed in British Railways days.  The café has a display of various
historic photographs and other items relating to the history of this junction station, yards
and the former Midland Railway engine shed at the northern end of the Ribble Valley line.
RVR Committee Member and long-time railway photographer, Ken Roberts, has donated
a copy of his national railway photography award winning photo of Hellifield Shed to
members of the Dean Family who now run the 24H Café.  At the presentation Ken joked
that the photo showed the “real” 24H which raised a good laugh - [see photo above and
on page 13]. Within hours I was receiving reports from Northern Railway staff that a
similar photo and item had been put on social media by the Deans themselves.  It read:“This
gentleman has absolutely made our day.  Ken Roberts approached us this morning and
donated a quite beautiful photograph he took at 8pm on July 27th 1952 of the original
“Shed 24H”. It won national photography awards and will take pride of place here.Thank
you Mr.Roberts.”  One report also said that the item had already received over 165
“likes” from viewers. Ken says he hopes this publicity will produce extra visitors to this
well-run, attractive and welcoming café.

Text and photo: Peter Eastham, 8 September 2020

20G to Shed 24H
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At Clitheroe Station there has been a
major change with Gordon Wilson retiring as a
volunteer at the station after 25 years. As a thank
you for his unstinting work at Clitheroe Station
we presented Gordon with plaque as a memento
of his 25 years of loyal service. He sent this
message “ A very big thank you Marje to you and
the committee for this lovely plaque. It will remind
me of all the wonderful times we had together.”

From the Chair
I hope that all our members; their families and friends have not been affected

by the COVID-19 virus. I never thought that when I sat down to write this article we
would be looking at a second lockdown. My last train journey was on 12th March
when I travelled to Manchester Piccadilly for a meeting. What was the norm, get on a
train to attend meetings and go shopping with friends, is now a distant memory.

The good news is that we were fortunate to maintain our hourly service, which
provided transport for essential workers. With so few travellers performance figures
were at their best.

Sadly, whilst our volunteers were unable to work on the stations, both Whalley
and Ramsgreave & Wilpshire stations suffered some vandalism. Whalley was the worst
hit with glass panels in the shelter being shattered and the ticket vending machine being
vandalised. Fortunately the CCTV at Whalley was working and provided a clear image
of those involved.

Our DalesRail service was cancelled for the season and the Ribble Valley Rambler
will not be operating this autumn and winter. We look forward to 2021 when hopefully
these services will be reintroduced with, hopefully, some enhancements.

The Ribble Valley Borough Council project for a service north of Clitheroe is
progressing and meetings have been held, via Zoom, to seek the views of stakeholders
and discuss the various options. (see Richard Watts’s full report on page 14).

Since our Friends groups returned to their duties our stations are once again
looking well kept with attractive floral displays. One of our stalwarts Gordon Wilson
has decided to stand down at Clitheroe Station after 25 years of volunteering. He will be
hard to replace.

As this is our last magazine before Christmas I would like to wish you all a
very happy and healthy Christmas and hopefully a COVID-free 2021.

Marjorie Birch
Friends of Stations

Our volunteers have returned to maintain the stations, which have been
unattended for over four months, so plenty of weeding to do. Sadly the return date was
too late for planning of bedding plants but hopefully there will be some planting in the
autumn. The Friends of Whalley Station were the first to return to their work but
volunteers at all the other stations are now back in action.
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Freight trains in the North of England
- an illustrated survey 1955/2018.

The title of RVR member John Matthews’s latest book sums up the contents
very nicely. Very well put together, it features many of the North West’s premier rail
photographers. With quality photographs in both colour and black and white, it features
the region’s freight workings during the years 1955 to 2018.

Interest in freight or goods trains has become very popular with rail enthusiasts
in recent years at a time when the style and type of freight traffic has changed and
declined.There are some wonderful photographs featuring well loved workings which
have sadly disappeared but a major plus for this book is the very detailed and descriptive
photo captions, an area often lacking in books of a similar style.

Reading it has certainly brought back many memories for me and it’s a book I
will pick up and read again in the coming dark winter months.

Published by Pen and Sword of Barnsley ISBN 9781526749154.
[Front cover illustrated on RVRN129 Page11]

Brian Haworth, CRPO, The Bentham Line

Membership
As usual, at this time of the year, RVR Members whose subscriptions are due will have
received a Renewal reminder with this RVRN. This includes those among the 34 members
who have opted to receive RVRNews by e-mail only. Unfortunately, hard copy or e-
mail, the cheques will still have to come through me via Royal Mail! I would encourage
members who can to use the 3-year membership option. The saving is mutual.
I am not aware of any member who has died as a result of COVID-19. The only
reported death of a member is that of Dr Tony Goodbody whose obituary is below.

Bill Briggs (RVR Membership Secretary)

Obituary
 Dr A M Goodbody (RVR 416, joined 1998)

Tony Goodbody who died on 14 June 2020 was born in Surrey in 1934 and
lived in Hinchley Wood, a London commuter suburb with trains to Waterloo. He was
the archetypal schoolboy train-spotter with a pocket notebook full of engine numbers.
After graduating from Imperial College London with a PhD he worked for English
Electric. His next step was northwards (such is the power of love) to lecture in Applied
Mathematics at Liverpool University.  After retirement he sought a more rural environment
and picked Clitheroe as it had a train station. He was highly delighted to be able to say
that he had travelled from Clitheroe to Paris all the way by train. You would have found
him on the platform waiting, camera at the ready, for the Fellsman or any passing steam
loco. Although not particularly active in the society he nevertheless read the RVRN
avidly and made friends among the members.
[Many thanks and sincere condolences to his widow, Ann, who supplied the biographical
details. WB]
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Northern Trains services from 14 December 2020
On Monday 14 December 2020 timetables will be changing as part of an ongoing

process to deliver the best possible service for customers.
Rail travellers in the North of England can expect modest enhancements on some

key routes, though the focus will be on protecting reliability and punctuality across the
network. The past six months have been challenging for everyone across the North of England,
continuing to feel the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The driver-training programme,  to  help return to a fuller service, has been
compromised after an enforced pause due to COVID-19 social distancing restrictions, and
staff having to self-isolate.  These factors, together with changes in the demand for public
transport, have had a significant impact on services.

The timetables developed reflect these changes and to take account of the needs of
those who rely on Northern. Precise timings will be available through National Rail Enquiries,
the Northern website and other Journey Planners shortly.

As with the September timetable change, Northern is working to enormously
compressed timescales for the December change. For more information or to discuss in more
detail, contact: Owain Roberts  Regional Stakeholder Manager

owain.roberts@northernrailway.co.uk northernrailway.co.uk

RVL and connecting services. [Extracted  from a list showing the detail by service group
with the changes being made to train timetables from 14 December 2020]. n oute

Preston - Colne Mostly hourly with a few 2 hourly
Service broadly unchanged

Clitheroe - Rochdale Hourly
Service broadly unchanged

Blackburn - Manchester Victoria Hourly during AM and PM high peak
Service broadly unchanged only

Victoria - Blackburn via Todmorden Three Hourly (Suspend Wigan -
Victoria)
Hourly as part of Wigan-Blackburn
service

Blackpool North - Leeds - York Hourly
Service broadly unchanged

RVR Website
Neil Weaver, the brother of Dean a long time committee member, has kindly

agreed to develop a new website using the old domain name.  In order to progress he
needs information, news, photos old and new to populate the site.
Please send photos direct to Neil at  nw.yorks@gmail.com.
Articles should initially be sent to any of the following:  margebirch@icloud.com
p.eastham@talktalk.net or djbut72@gmail.com

To view the website log on to www.ribblevalleyrail.co.uk
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East Lancs and Clitheroe Lines Community Rail Partnership

- report from the virtual meeting on 8 October 2020

Colin Hirst (RVBC Officer) reported that the successful submission to the
Restoring Our Railways government fund had now gone out to tender to various
consultancy firms as per the terms of the grant, with a decision on a contract with one
of them probably in January. (Details included in Richard Watts’s report on page 14)

The Schools Artwork Project for Ramsgreave and Wilpshire station is virtually
complete and due to be installed very soon. During lockdown there were two serious
incidents of vandalism to shelter and ticket machine at Ramsgreave - one was discovered
by the organisers of the artwork scheme who was visiting to look at siting for it.  They
advised the police who attended and the police have now arranged regular patrol visits.
Our Northern Regional Stakeholder Manager, Owain Roberts, reported that the newly
installed CCTV security surveillance systems are now in operation at stations.

Richard Watts reported that efforts are being made to arrange improved access
from the land behind the northbound Platform 2 at Langho station in relation to the new
housing development in the former field there.

The train service remains on the regular hourly interval, unlike some other
lines, which have seen a significant reduction in service frequency.

Owain Roberts reported that Northern’s passenger figures had recovered from
a very low base at the beginning of lockdown in April to around 33% of 2019 levels on
the Northern network, but was likely to reduce once again following the strict lockdowns
just announced for Manchester and Liverpool.  Northern again had to inform that only
necessary journeys should be made.Punctuality was at record levels - a reflection of
the reduced timetable on the network.

Due to Covid distancing restrictions, no new train drivers had been qualified
for 5 months as it was impossible for trainees and trainers to be present in the same
driving cab. There was meanwhile a loss of drivers due to retirement or moving to new
jobs, which was becoming a problem.

All but one of the new trains had now been delivered from the Spanish
manufacturers and had entered service.  Only one three-car unit had not yet arrived. As
with the other franchised train-operating companies. Northern had been taken back by
the Government (from Arriva Trains North) and was now under the control of the
Government-owned Direct Operations Ltd Company, since March.

Peter Eastham
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Travel Watch North West AGM - Thursday 15 October 2020

Chairman’s Introduction
If I recall 2020 started well - it was a fine day and a promising year lay ahead.   Sadly

that was not to be. As far as public transport was concerned that wonderful world of train
service franchising was beginning to fall apart, with Northern Trains being taken over by the
government. The railways of the North West were experiencing increasing numbers of
passengers, leading to gross overcrowding on un-lengthened trains. Performance suffered
as a result of “The Castlefield Corridor” effect and pinch-points elsewhere, with the effect
that the government was again reminded of the need to invest in the North West.

There was bad news and good news in equal measure on the bus-front. Manchester
city centre was constantly overwhelmed by an assortment of buses which lacked centralised
control, whilst passengers were disadvantaged due to the lack of integrated fares. Elsewhere
there were significant innovations by the likes of Transdev to make buses more customer
friendly but these worthwhile advances contrasted with the continuing trend by shire counties
to withdraw supported services.  All the shire counties were hit to some extent but Cumbria
suffered the most where there are now no county supported services anywhere across the
patch.

We all heard the coronavirus causing chaos in China - but assumed it was just their
problem. We were able to hold the successful conference in Lancaster in February but by
mid-March the virus had certainly become our problem as well, with a countrywide lockdown
imposed. I for one have not been anywhere on public transport since then - and I am not
alone.

Just as life for every person has changed so has the life of TravelWatch NorthWest.
In mid-June we held a worthwhile board meeting via the newly discovered high-tech Zoom.
That meeting sadly was the last time we enjoyed the company of our chairman Chris Dale,
whose sudden death was announced only a few days later. A few of us were able to make the
trip to Macclesfield for his funeral - accompanied by the sound of a steam train but heard by
only the statutory 15 people. We all miss a dear friend and ambassador for the region’s public
transport.

In the following months we have been mere observers of the dreadful state of our
country and the parlous situation where bus and train services still run, still cost an arm and
a leg to do so, yet receive very little fare income. It begs the question as to how long the
government can continue to bail out nationwide public transport.

We are living in the age of apparent contradiction where on one hand the creation
HS2 is now progressing, yet on the other hand there are rumours that some existing routes
and services are under threat. No one has a clue how the present worrying situation will pan
out. We pin our hopes on a successful vaccine. We also pin our hopes on the government
being sensible enough to appreciate the continuing potential of public transport so that it
can be allowed to rebound when Covid-19 is history. With the support of our industry
partners, which is much appreciated, we hope to continue to be critical friends throughout
the next year, whatever it may bring.

Thanks to the Board and John Moorhouse (Co. Sec.) for all the work done during
the last year.

David Butterworth, Chairman
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ON THE LINE Brian Haworth

The COVID regulations continue with us in one one form or another but we
on the Ribble Valley Line have fared very well with passenger train services on the
route maintaining almost normal service, albeit with a lot fewer passengers.

Initially the standard service was mainly in the hands of class 158/153
combinations but, recently, single 2-car 158s seem to be the norm.

Despite the  reduction in freight during the initial lockdown, freight services
have returned to their normal levels and, with a sprinkling of steam specials, the
route has continued to throw up interesting traction.

The Skipton /Appleby Staycation Specials seemed to be a success and, of
course, the empty stock movements for this service brought several types of diesel
traction to the line which we have not seen for a while . The empty stock workings
ran south-bound early on Saturday evenings returning north  mid-Sunday afternoon
and turned up class 20, 37, 40 and 47. The sight and sound of a  Class 40 on the route
powering up Langho bank was brilliant to see and hear.

After the initial lockdown the Carlisle /Chirk log train, 682F, made a brief
return to the line but seems to have disappeared again. The Avonmouth cement has
continued to run as has the engineers service, 6K05. The Mountsorrel /Carlisle stone
service has become a regular flow which is booked to run through Langho at 16-11.
However, this service often runs over an hour early with a Colas Class 70 booked in
charge.The Burngullow to Irvine “silver bullets” China clay slurry working also turns
up on occasions.

One of the Class 150 3-car units transferred to Northern has been through
the shops and has recently been noted.

Some steam specials have run during this period the Fellsman running on 15
July, 19, 26 August and 2nd September, although they all  appeared to be lightly
loaded .

Network Rail  are booked to carry out lineside vegetation clearance at night
on Langho bank (between 15m 880 yds and 17m 440yds) which hopefully will reduce
winter adhesion problems.

Peter Eastham comments: It was good to see that the logs train to the
Kronospan chipboard factory at Chirk ran again yesterday (1st September) for
the first time since lockdown. The empty coaching stock for the diesel-hauled
Skipton-Appleby “Staycation” trains travels from Crewe each Sunday via Clitheroe
and returns to Crewe after it’s week’s duty on a Saurday.

Bill Briggs adds: Mention of the “Cement” reminds me that no-one seems
to have seen any RAIB report about the runaway cement tanker derailment on 9
March, featured in RVRN128.
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Shed 24H  Inside and Out
16 March 2020     Brian Haworth     26 June 2020

‘fore Aft’
A small group of RVR members cleared the tubs and tidied up the Garden at the front

of the Clitheroe Interchange. Photos: Lauren Hall 10 August 2020

Below & right:
Cleaning Platform 2 on 4 August 2020 with
Alan Scholfield.      Photos: Peter Eastham
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Fellsman en route to Carlisle
Top left: 15 July 2020 70000 Britannia
passes the intermediate block signal at

Coplow, north of Horrocksford.

Passinig Horrocksford SB
Top right: 19 Aug 2020  70000 Britannia

Above left: 26 Aug 2020 46100 Royal Scot
Above right: 2 Sept 2020 46100 Royal Scot

The New and The Still Going Strong
Upper left: 21 Sept 2020, 195125 rolls into
P4  at Blackburn,  a couple of minutes early,
with the 13.25 service to Blackpool North

Left: 195125 waits in P4 as Class leader,
recently repainted 3-car 150001 (one of the

only two 3-car 150s) leaves P2 with the
slightly delayed 13.17 to Manchester Victoria

via Todmorden.
All Photos: Graham Dudley
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Top right: Colas Rail class 70 70810
rolls across Asylum Bridge No.2, on

Langho Bank, heading 655Q,
a Mountsorrel /Carlisle stone working,

during August 2020 .

Centre: Blue liveried class 40 40149
slows for a signal check as it heads

towards Appleby and a turn of duty
on the Staycation Express.

Bottom right: Green liveried class 37,
with green liveried class 20 for

company, heads for Appleby and a
turn on the Staycation Express.

Below: Autumn colour at Clitheroe.
Violas on Platform 1

Freight and Special Duites

Left: The front cover of John Matthews’s latest
book, reviewed on page 6 by Brian Haworth.

Photos: Brian Haworth
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Above: On 1st September 2020 47712 Lady Diana Spencer heads a Staycation
Express through Hellifield passing Royal Scot class 46115 Scots Guardsman

awaiting arrival of its forward working.

Left: The major flooding events on the
River Calder in recent times which have
caused problems in Whalley have
revealed a railway-built river containment
wall on the Whalley bank, down river
from the viaduct. The flood waters have
scoured away  accumulated debris
interestingly revealing old platform edge
stones used as capping for the stone
retaining wall . In one area behind the
wall, where the water has flushed out
soil and debris, fragments of old broken
hand made bricks can be found, probably
placed there when the viaduct was being
constructed.

Photos & info: Brian Haworth
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Travel Watch North West
Sadly, in June, Chris Dale the Chair of the organization and Chair of the Crewe

to Manchester CRP, passed away suddenly. Chris was a very knowledgeable man in the
world of public transport. He was an unassuming person but very generous with his
time. As a first time attender at a DfT Community Rail Conference Chris went out of
his way to make me feel welcome and introduced me to other north west attenders. He
will be sadly missed.  At the TWNW AGM, RVR Treasurer David Butterworth,  Acting
Chair following Chris Dale’s death, was elected to the Chair of TWMW. We wish him
well in continuing the excellent work of Travel Watch.        MB

20G to Shed24H
It took me some time to bestir myself to find out why the Hellifield Station

Café should be called Shed 24H when when Hellifield Shed (MPD or whatever) was
always 20G. Aha! well, it wasn’t, was it! Some research, initially by Brian Haworth,
revealed that, according to my August 1945 Ian Allan ABC of LMS locomotives, Hellifield
was indeed 20G (20A being Leeds), and was still 20G in 1948 (under British Railways)
but became 23B (which had been Aintree in 1945). By 1951 it had reverted to 20G only
to become 24H in 1957 (24A being Accrington) by which time the 23s had disappeared.
A closer look into the shed codes in a 1958 “Combined” showed just how far some of
the “mighty” had fallen eg Preston (10B) 24K, Carnforth (11A) 24L - enough almost for
a full-page article (Heaven forbid!).

The photo on p2 shows Ken Roberts flanked by Gayle and Stuart Dean, with
Gayle holdiing Ken’s photo. [Reproduced below from RVRN61 (Autumn 2002)].   WB
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Heading North from Clitheroe!    Richard Watts, Chair Community Rail Lancashire

For many years Ribble Valley Rail (RVR) has wanted to see trains operating the
full length of the Ribble Valley Line with trains once again operating regularly to Hellifield.
This may seem a big ask given the very rural and low population of the stretch of line
between Clitheroe and Hellifield. Yet this aspiration has recently gained a new lease of
life with Ribble Valley Borough Councils (RVBC) success in getting its application to the
Restoring Your Railway Ideas Fund accepted by the DfT. The application was submitted
by local MP Nigel Evans who is a keen advocate of trains operating the full length of the
Ribble Valley Line.

To develop the project RVBC has set up a project team that consists of a
variety of organisations including DfT, Lancashire and North Yorkshire County Councils,
Northern, Network Rail and Community Rail Lancashire. One of the first actions was
to talk to as many stakeholders as possible including Marjorie Birch as Chair of the
Clitheroe Line Community Rail Partnership and Peter Eastham for RVR. Other
organisations approached include the Yorkshire Dales National Park, the Settle Carlisle
Development Company, the Bentham Line CRP, the Upper Wensleydale Action Group,
Transport for the North, Craven District Council and many more.

There are any number of possible options for extending services from Clitheroe
to Hellifield below are the ones being considered by this project:

To extend some or all of the existing Rochdale/Manchester to Clitheroe services
to Hellifield.

To extend some or all of the existing Rochdale/Manchester to Blackburn services
to Clitheroe and Hellifield.

To introduce a new service between Preston and Clitheroe/Hellifield.
To look at options to operate services beyond Hellifield building on the success

of the Lancashire DalesRail service.

As you will see some of these options might also see more frequent services
heading south from Clitheroe to Manchester or through a new service to Preston.

Looking north there are, of course, plenty of other options as well which I am
sure members of RVR would be quick to point out. However, the initial focus is to
extend services to Hellifield. The option of doing more is initially covered through
looking at how DalesRail might be developed in the future but of course if the project is
successful who knows what future developments might happen. Initially, though, it
will be important to ensure good connections are made at Hellifield into Leeds Settle
Carlisle and Bentham Line services. Leisure travel may well form a fundamental part of
the case for the service so developing links with for example the YDNP, the Forest of
Bowland AONB, the Settle Carlisle Development Company  to develop this aspect will
be a fundamental part of the Action Plan if the project is to be successful.
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There may also be a role here for RVR as well as for the many walking
organisations to help develop packages that combine rail travel with a leisure activity.

What does RVBCs success mean and how soon might you see trains going up
to Hellifield? Well, there are quite a few hurdles to jump through first of all. Getting the
application accepted was a major step forward and it was up against some pretty
strong competition. However, the next steps may yet derail the project although we all
hope that won•ft be the case.

So what is the next step? This is where it starts to get technical as RVBC now
has to submit what is known as a Strategic Outline Business Case (SOBC) to the DfT.
This will involve commissioning consultants to pull together the SOBC as well as Network
Rail who will carry out a Capacity Analysis for the route which will contribute to the
overall SOBC.  An invitation to tender has been issued to a long list of potential
consultants.

For those who like the details, the SOBC consists of 5 main chapters which
are the Strategic Case, the Economic Case, the Financial Case, the Commercial Case
and the Management Case. The SOBC will need to show why rail is the right answer in
addressing the transport needs of the Ribble Valley as well as demonstrate which option
offers the best value for money. Quite a bit of work is required to arrive at the answers
to these and other questions. Once completed the SOBC will be submitted to the DfT
and then we hold our breath and hope that the project makes it through to the next stage
which is to develop an Outline Business Case (OBC) for the preferred option. It is
exciting and, although it can get quite technical, the outcomes if the project is successful
will be significant for connectivity and communities along the Ribble Valley Line.

This leads me to the here and now. 2020 has not been a good year for rail
travel. Covid-19 and the Governments messaging about rail travel has seen demand fall
of a cliff as many members of RVR will have noted. Quiet trains have been the norm
since mid March. Then there was no DalesRail and no winter Sunday service to Hellifield.
The plans being developed to “Extend the Reach of DalesRail” have been put on hold
and I am holding my breath that they can be introduced next year. The good news is
that Northern is planning to operate DalesRail next year - clearly Covid-19 dependent.

I hope this helps you to understand what is happening. There is a lot of technical
work that has to take place to prove the project. It is one thing to have a good idea it is
quite another to prove to the DfT (and Treasury) that improving services along the
Ribble valley Line represents good VFM. I will keep you posted.

Richard Watts

Footnote:
There may be some potentially powerful allies in the form of the Upper Wensleydale

Railway group. Ruth Annison, whom Richard will know very well, tells me that their eventual
aim is to get services running from Hawes all the way through to Preston.            WB
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The Photographer’s Tale   –   a story for Christmas by Tony Williams, retold from RVRN 85

I’d be in my mid to late teens when, one foggy Saturday night in November, I left my
Auntie’s house in Southport Road to walk the half mile or so to Chorley station. The noise of
fairground engines and the strains of Paul Anka’s Diana drifted across from the flat-iron as I passed
the Town Hall and the clock struck quarter to the hour (9.45 pm).

In the station waiting room sat a smart looking young man of about 30 years of age wearing
a tweed suit and carrying a Hasselblad camera. After a couple of minutes “Mr Hasselblad” got up and
said, “Excuse me. The paper train’s due.” “Are you going to photograph it?” “Not in this light. It goes
through too fast, anyway.” “You’re telling me. I’m always disappointed that it’s always a Black 5 and
never a Jub.” The paper train hove into view from the direction of Bolton and fairly tore through the
station, its tail lamp rapidly disappearing Prestonwards into the fog. Quiet again, save the distant
wailing of Paul Anka, but not for long.

As we chatted about railway photography, rail journeys and our destinations, his Blackburn
and mine Clitheroe, the Wigan North Western to Blackburn train, three ex-LMS suburbans behind a
Fairburn tank, ambled in from White Bear. It’s ascent of Brinscall bank was spirited but ineffectual and
we must have been down to about 10 mph as we strained our eyes to see if there was anything worth
seeing in the MoD sidings at Heapy. No luck! The carriage lights reflecting off the fog defeated our
efforts.

“Oil lamp” Heapy must have been a welcome relief for the fireman but we were soon blasting
up the bank to gas-lit Brinscall. After that, it was downhill all the way calling at the other oil-lit station
of Withnell, then gas-lit Feniscowles, Cherry Tree and Mill Hill. In the prevailing weather conditions
and those days of rapidly advancing sodium vapour lamps these illuminating reminders of another age
lent a certain – atmosphere!

As we crossed Feniscowles viaduct I stuck my head out of the off side window to view the
brightly lit Preston Old Road. “Mind how you put your head out.” said my companion. “You don’t
want to end up like the Headless Guard!” “The Headless Guard?” “Aye. It was on a foggy night such
as this, about this time of year, that the guard on a Manchester Vic to Hellifield train stuck his head out
of his off side window coming over the canal bridge near Bolton Road Junction and was hit by a light
engine coming tender first up the bank. They found his cap in the Leeds – Liverpool Canal, but they
never found his head!” “Good grief!”

We were pulling into Blackburn when my companion said, “Now, the funny thing was – he
finished his shift and signalled the train away all the way to Newsholme but, when he got to Hellifield,
he simply faded away. His ghost haunts Blackburn station.” “Gerraway!” “It’s true. I’ve seen it. Not
only seen it but photographed it! If I see you again, I’ll give you copy. I’m off to catch the 11 o’clock
bus to Roe Lee.Your train’s in the bay. But, don’tworry. He’s harmless. I mean, headless! Goodnight.”

The fog was thickening, not helped by the smoke, steam, and the braziers burning beneath the
water tanks on the platform ends. I was glad that the stock for the Hellifield train was already in the
bay but, though the lights were on, the compartments were perishingly cold. The red neon sign of a
nearby cotton mill, up Eanam, flashed incessantly through the fog - “JOHN”, “BAINES” ,“LTD”,
“JOHN BAINES LTD”.

Another Fairburn tank, fresh from Lower Darwen shed, was simmering in Platform 1, awaiting
the signal to go into the tunnel and then reverse onto the coaches in the bay. With rapid steps I sauntered
nonchalantly over to chat up the driver and fireman for an oft-enjoyed cab-ride on this little trip. On this
occasion I was invited to join them all the way to Clitheroe – an invitation definitely not to be refused!

At precisely 11.00 pm the Boulevard hooter sounded and all Blackburn Corporation buses
set off, as one, to their destinations. A certain quiet descended. My thoughts turned to the story with
which my erstwhile travelling companion had regaled me, and I shuddered.
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The Hellifield was due off at 11.05 pm but had to wait for the Fleetwood – Colne train which
was often late, especially in summertime when it had to wait for the Isle of Man boat to dock.

At around 11.15 the Colne came in behind a Fleetwood “Crab”.  After it’s departure our signal
was pulled off and the driver said to the fireman, “Conta see t’guard’s lamp?” “ Aye. Ee’s gin us a green.”
A toot on the whistle, a tug of the regulator and, with the reverser in half forward gear, a gentle “chuff”
and we were away. “Cud ta see oo id wor?” shouted the driver, as the noise level increased dramatically
on our entry into the tunnel. “Neow.” replied the fireman, in pure Darren, “Id looked like sumbdy baht
‘is ‘heead!”

At each eerily lit station, Daisyfield, Wilpshire, Langho, and Whalley, I could only make out
a short darker grey shape holding the lamp aloft. At Clitheroe, despite the platform being partly covered
and thus not as fogbound, the right hand curve and the fact that I was climbing down from the footplate
and not alighting from a carriage door, made it impossible to identify a person. I thanked the driver and
fireman, bade them “Goodnight” and made my way down the platform, by which time the train was on
its way.

Handing my ticket to Walter, the porter, I said, “Did you recognise the guard?” “No. Shortnecked
fella, though, wasn’t he. Would you do me a favour and switch off the gasworks crossing light on your
way past?” “With pleasure. Goodnight.”

Over the years I’ve recounted the story to numerous disbelievers but, a few years ago, I
bumped into “Mr Hasselblad” in, of all places, the New Inn in Clitheroe. During our conversation he
said, “About 50 years ago I was telling the “Headless Guard” story to a lad on a train from Chorley.
He was only a teenager and I bet he was frightened to death.” “Yes. I was. I remember it well.”

“I wondered if I’d ever come across you. Here’s that photograph I was telling you about!”
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A new look at Ramsgreave & Wilpshire
Artist Karen Allerton worked with students from Ribblesdale High School,

Clitheroe to create artworks to brighten up the station. With a focus on the future
and careers, the students travelled by train to Manchester and spoke to passengers
about their career choices and journeys along the line. Inspired by the silver birch
trees surrounding the station and the pigeons on the platform, they then worked on
designs that share their aspirations for the future, aiming to encourage us to appreciate
nature and the planet and to look at careers, which will support a more sustainable
future.

Art students from Blackburn College produced some of the stunning
photographs on view in the waiting shelter, which incorporated photographs from
the Talbot Archive alongside ones taken along the Clitheroe Line.

RVR’s Ken Roberts was involved in this part of the project.

RVRNews copy dates
Winter edition; deadline 1st Mon in February 2021, publication by March meeting.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS & DIARY DATES 2020

RVR Monthly meetings suspended for the present
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Chairman: Marjorie Birch, 01200 441549
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may not represent either the views or policy of Ribble Valley Rail itself, unless otherwise specified.
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continued from facing page
During October the installation of artwork took place at Ramsgreave &

Wilpshire station on the Clitheroe Line.
This was the third station across East Lancashire to see artwork installed

and is part of Connecting East Lancashire’s ‘Let’s Connect’ project.
Photos: Simon Clarke Marjorie Birch
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THEN
Blackburn Station ticket Office circa 1922.

Comprehensive timetable information and “Service with a smile”.
 Photo: Brian Haworth collection

NOW
Roughly the same position in 2019.

Up-to-date, if rather limited, timetable information and  “Do It Yourself”
Photo:Graham Dudley


