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With Whalley Nab in the background, the first train of the day crosses
Whalley Viaduct on 10 April 2020.

Photo: Brian Haworth
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Hellifield

Above:
Class 156 unit at Hellifield on a

DOWN Carlisle train
13 March 1999
Photo: CGH

Left:
Mrs Gayle Dean

waiting to serve customers in
Hellifield Station Café.

[see article on p6]
Photo: B Haworth
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From The Chair

Who would have thought that when we held our Committee Meeting
on Tuesday 3rd March that it would be the last time we would meet for over
three months? I hope that everyone has been keeping well and coping with this
long period of isolation.

In February we learnt of the change in the franchise agreement that
with effect from the 1st March the Office of Last Resort would take the franchise
into public ownership, with a new managing director Nick Donovan and a new
company Northern Trains Ltd. With the onset of the pandemic there has not
been any opportunity to assess the effects of that change. We have been very
fortunate that our timetable has not been severely changed allowing essential
workers to travel to their place of work. Reports from members living close to
the line have observed that the service has been performing well with very few
essential passengers.

Covid19 has prevented our dedicated volunteers who maintain our
stations from carrying out their normal activities. The Community Rail Network,
previously known as ACoRP, advised groups not to undertake any activities at
stations. The result is that for the first time in many years our stations will not
have their usual displays of colourful bedding plants.

When people begin returning to work it will take quite a while for them
to feel confident in using public transport and sadly it will result in more people
using cars to travel to work. The rail industry is working hard to create a safe
travelling environment by blocking off seats, which restricts the number of
passengers per unit. Northern may have to resort to bringing back the, recently
removed, 142s to increase capacity.

One item of good  news, of which you can find more details later in the
magazine, is the successful Ribble Valley Borough Council bid. This is an
ambitious project by RVBC and we expect that RVR and the Community Rail
Partnership will make valuable contributions to its development.

As you are aware printing and postage costs for the magazine take a
large amount annually from our funds. It would be a great help to RVR if more
people took the magazine on-line. If you are able to assist please send your
email address to: bill.rvrnews@gmail.com

Marjorie Birch
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Possible Developments on the Line North of Clitheroe

MPs and local authorities were invited to bid for a share of the Restoring
Your Railway “Ideas Fund” to help reconnect communities across the country,
levelling up opportunities for people in isolated areas by increasing their access
to jobs and training which will be crucial as the country recovers from
coronavirus.

Ribble Valley Borough Council together with our MP Nigel Evans
submitted a bid for the Clitheroe - Hellifield Line and on 23rd May Grant Shapps
announced that ten bids, including Ribble Valley’s, were approved to receive a
share of  £500,000 to develop proposals to build or reopen/railway lines and
stations, including those closed following the Beeching cuts of the 1960s.

Broadly, it is a composite bid for the (Manchester, Blackburn) -
Clitheroe to Hellifield line with three main service options:
Extend the Rochdale- Blackburn terminating service to Clitheroe with possibly
some to Hellifield and beyond;
Introduce new Preston to Clitheroe with possibly some to Hellifield and beyond
An enhanced DalesRail service.

If the service terminates at Hellifield then new infrastructure will be
required at Hellifield station, which will need to be factored into the next stage
appraisal to avoid the need to turn trains at Settle Junction.

The next stage will see a virtual meeting with the DfT and the
development of a business case for the above options following the Government
appraisal methodology. The case for any of the above will most 
likely rest on the Wider Economic Benefits of the project i.e. does it
support new housing and/or economic developments as well as providing
enhanced or new connections. 

Marjorie Birch

The RVR AGM is presently postponed due to the COVID 19
pandemic. Following the precedent set by other orgaisations, all officers
and committee members will remain in post during the restrictions of the
pandemic.

An AGM will be organised as soon as we are permitted and we
will advertise the venue, date and time accordingly. 

N.B. Views expressed in RVRNews, ascribed or otherwise, are to be taken as those of the writer and
may not represent either the views or policy of Ribble Valley Rail itself, unless otherwise specified.
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RVR’s response to the announcement of RVBC’s bid success

Nicola Hopkins
Director of Economic Development and Planning
Ribble Valley Borough Council

28th May 2020
Dear Nicola,

I write on behalf of Ribble Valley Rail to congratulate Ribble Valley
Borough Council on its successful bid for funding to investigate service
enhancements on the Blackburn-Clitheroe-Hellifield route and beyond.

Ribble Valley Rail was formed as a group in 1986 to campaign for a
reopening of the service to Clitheroe, which had been withdrawn in 1962.  With
much collaboration with the Local Authorities, railway infrastructure and train
companies this was achieved in 1994.

At that point the campaigning group became the recognised Rail User
Group for the line and has since worked in partnership to further successfully
increase and enhance the service. Some years ago, the Government recognised
the role of such groups as ours in their Community Rail Strategy and we became
partners in the Clitheroe and East Lancashire Community Rail Partnership.  We
have continued to support the service with our voluntary activities in
consultations and stations maintenance.

We look forward to continue working in partnership to achieve the aims
of this successful  “Restoring your Railway Fund” bid for a successful outcome
for the benefit of all.

Yours sincerely,
Peter Eastham

Hon.Secretary, Ribble Valley Rail
Rail User Group for the Ribble Valley Line, Darwen and Entwistle stations.

End of the line for St James’s Day Tripper               from RVRN74 Winter 2006
Owing to  it  becoming harder to book charter trains at the weekend because of

engineering work and Network Rail having recently reduced the number of routes where
steam trains would be allowed for fear of slowing down regular services, Ian Stocks, former
church warden and one of the main organisers,  confirned that September 2006’s trip to York
would  be the last  St James’ Day Tripper, which had run up to three times a year for nearly
20 years, raising £120,000 for charity and including £38,000 for the St James’ Church
Development Fund. The train’s name plate,  attached to the front of every locomotive, steam
or diesel, is kept at St James’s Church.  [see article on p6 of this edition]
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Changes at Hellifield Station Café
A chance conversation with Steve Goodall, the owner of Hellifield station

café, has led to an engineer and a former police officer moving into an entirely
different career. Stuart and Gayle Dean who had only popped into the station café
for some quick refreshment were told, by Steve, that they would probably be the last
customers as he was due to retire that day.

Within a few days, and several phone calls, the Deans had agreed to take
over the café Stuart said: “We spent about a fortnight giving the place a bit of a
spruce up with the help of both families and opened in late September.” The café is
now known as Shed 24H, after the former engine shed, there.

Since opening, the couple have been surprised by how busy the café has
been.  On Steam Train days additional parking has been made available and the
enthusiasts flock to the café. It is also a stopping off point for cycling and walking
groups.

As well as the café a Railway Heritage room has been opened, with some
items available to purchase, and an additional room being available for meetings.

There is a link with Ribble Valley Rail as Stuart is the son of David and
Pamela Dean who for many years were actively involved at Whalley Station with
the planting and maintenance of plants. On the day that I was at Hellifield David was
weeding the platform and Pamela helping in the café.

We wish them well in this new venture.
Marjorie Birch

St. James’s Day Tripper, Ian Stocks looks back
The St. James Day Tripper came into being in 1987. There was a need to

raise money for a project at St. James’s Church in Blackburn and one of the many
ideas put forward was to charter a train. So on the 25th April of that year the first
train was organised and travelled to Canterbury and Dover. It was in fact a “Mystery”
excursion, reminiscent of the British Rail Merrymaker Excursion Trains which had
ceased to operate a couple of years previously. Sadly, although we took 307
passengers, the train ran at a loss thus defeating the original object. Undeterred
though, a year later we ran a second train, this time to Exeter and Dawlish and with
slightly more passengers managed to at least break even. Then along came our
saviour with the promise of the imminent closure of the Settle to Carlisle line. In
November of 1988 we arranged a “Christmas Shopper” trip to the Gateshead Metro
Centre with the tag line of “This may be your last chance to travel via the S&C”.
Over 500 passengers booked and the Day Tripper became self-supporting, so much
so that we repeated the trip to the January Sales but with the same tag line and even
more people booked on it. The scene was set now and. three months later, in April
1989 we made the first of numerous visits to Edinburgh with the train continuing on
over the Forth Bridge to Perth. Again it was a success and a repeat trip was organised
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in July of that year.

We then settled in to a 3 trains a year programme gradually increasing the
variety and range of the destinations. There were many memorable days including a
trip to Norwich and Great Yarmouth on what turned out to be the hottest day of the
year. We always did our own catering and on that occasion all the chocolate melted
whilst the train sat in the sun at Great Yarmouth. A very early start and late return
saw us reach Oban in 1991 whilst, in April 1993, we carried the most passengers
ever when 662 travelled with us to Oxford and Reading. Without doubt one of the
great highlights though was in 1994 with an overnight trip to Fort William with breakfast
at McTavish’s Kitchen, then on to Mallaig.

Needless to say things didn’t always run smoothly and problems of some
sort were an almost every trip occurrence. Coaches with no heating or no lights
were quite common, locomotives running out of fuel or just failing completely didn’t
help either. Probably though the biggest disaster day was in May 1999 when we
attempted to go to Bath and Weston Super Mare. A planned crew change at Oxford
was missed so a long wait ensued at Didcot. The brakes couldn’t then be released,
extending the stop even longer. When we did get moving again we were brought to
a stop on the Great Western main line because a preceding steam train had set the
embankment on fire. Onwards again and we arrived at Bath only to find that a road
vehicle had hit a bridge just outside the station to cause us a further delay. With that
sorted we headed on towards Weston but just outside Bristol smoke was seen pouring
out from underneath the second carriage and we eventually stopped in the middle
road at Temple Meads station. That was as far as we got. With the passengers
unable to get off the train we sat there for a couple of hours whilst an inspection was
carried out. We were finally passed and set off but now on our return journey. The
Day Tripper has never been to Weston super Mare to this day.

We finally retired from operating trains on the 23rd September 2006 when
our last excursion was a steam train to York. Over the 19 years we ran a total of 42
trains, a number of which travelled via the Ribble Valley Line en route to the S&C
and the North. Three of them were steam hauled. We carried 21,240 passengers
over approximately 19,487 miles.

Far from being finished though, the Day Tripper has continued with holidays
to New Zealand, China, Canada, the USA including Alaska., South America, Europe,
South Africa plus cruises to Greenland, the Panama Canal and the Baltic. Lots of
holidays, weekends away, day trips and theatre visits in the United Kingdom have
featured as well..

Although we started out to raise money for our Church we have over the
years been able to donate money to many other Charities, both locally and
internationally, with the current total standing at just under £250,000.     Ian Stocks

The Day Tripper is now operated by Hodder Motors of Clitheroe. info@hoddertravel.co.uk
Although nothing is running during COVID-19 emergency, these trips are highly recommended. WB
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ON THE LINE Brian Haworth

Apologies for the smaller version of On the Line. Owing to lockdown, I have
been unable to source my usual material from my contacts.

Passenger services have continued to run on Ribble Valley metals but the class
158s which had started to appear regularly on our services disappeared with the
emergency lock-down timetables and services returned to class 150 operation. With
the recent changes in lock-down rules our services are now operating with three-car
formations, usually 150/2 +153 formation. Observing the service from home most
pass by with few or no passengers aboard.

Class 150 150105 emerged from the paint shops recently with the name Hutchie
neatly painted on the front end below the fleet number*. Does anyone know the
significance of this ?

Some freight services have continued to run such as the afternoon engineeers’
service and the cement, although the frequency of the cement has reduced significantly.
The cement, however, has turned up locos with colourful liveries such 66721 Harry
Beck which celebrates Harry Beck’s iconic London Underground map  which raised
design standards and is a classic example of clear and effective graphic design which
still holds firm today.  Colourful 66709 Sorrento is seen descending Lango Bank with
cement empties. [see centre spread photos]

The Network Rail test train has passed a couple of times during this period
with pairs of DRS 37s in charge. Network Rail has also been carrying out embankment
stabilisation /drainage work recently, somewhere between Langho and Wilpshire, as
their nightly  perambulations have kept me awake.

“At about 08:20 hours on 9 March 2020, a tank wagon loaded with cement
powder ran away from a siding located within the Hanson Cement works in Clitheroe.
The wagon left the works and continued to run away on the descent towards Horrocksford
Junction . As it ran away, the wagon broke through the gates at the exit from the
cement works and ran over an open level crossing located on a public road, causing
two cars to stop. A short distance later, the wagon passed over an open crossing on a
private road. Neither level crossing had its manually-activated warning equipment
switched on before the wagon passed over. On reaching Horrocksford Junction, the
wagon derailed at the end of the run-out rails for a set of trap points. The trap points
worked as intended and the derailed wagon stopped clear of the main line. No trains
were nearby when the derailment occurred. The wagon ran away for a total distance of
about 0.75 miles (1.2 km).

An investigation, by the Rail Accident Investigation Branch, will seek to identify
the sequence of events, which led to the accident. It will also consider any factors
relevant to the performance and design of the wagon’s braking system, how the risk of
runaway wagons from within the cement works was controlled and any relevant
underlying factors.” Info: Government Website

The wagon  [seen right], was dumped at Blackburn and photographed by
Brian Haworth, on 10 March 2020.



9

B Haworth

Above:
Hellifield station, looking east, or in this case, south, as the UP “Lanky” starter signal is cleared

for 1M51, the DalesRail service on 7 July 2005.
This video capture frame was first seen on the Front cover of RVRN73

and is the closing sequence of “Hellifield to Carlisle Return” DVD                W Briggs

Below
The cement wagon, subject of the RAIB investigation, in a siding at Blackburn.

W Briggs
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Above:
“The Mystery Namer”. Recently-outshopped 150105 Hutchie.

Below:
66721 Harry Beck heads the loaded “Cement” up Langho bank

on 25 March 2020. [Photos: Brian Haworth]
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Above:  66709 Sorrento descends Langho bank with “Cement”
empties on 5 May 2020.
Below: 68028 Lord President roars up Langho Bank with an
engineers’ train on 8 May 2020.

[Photos: Brian Haworth]
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K Roberts

K Roberts

Hellifield here we come?
Above: Chatburn Station (looking north) circa 1960.

It must have been a Sunday. There isn’t a soul about and the DOWN starter signal is pulled off.
Below: Gisburn Station (looking south) June 1958.

An unidentified 4F (with cabbed tender) ready to depart with four non-corridor coaches.
Original photos: Ken Roberts
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Reports for the 2020 RVR AGM that yet never was

CHAIR’S REPORT
When I wrote this report COVID19 wasn’t something that we were aware of. Life has

changed for all of us over the last few weeks and I hope that you and your families are all safe
and well. Unfortunately one of our committee, Joan Moore, contracted the virus and was in
hospital in Blackburn. I’m pleased to say that she is now back home and making a steady
recovery.
Infrastructure works have ensured that all platforms can accommodate four car units with
extensive work being currently undertaken at Entwistle, Ticket machines have been installed
at all stations with the line now becoming a Penalty Fare line. Sadly the Interchange at
Clitheroe is now closed which leaves passengers with only part of a waiting shelter available
in inclement weather.

Performance upto December 2019 was poor, particularly on Sundays. With the start
of 2020 we began to see improvements with just 27 cancellations within a four-week period.
Just when we thought things were getting back on track we learned of the change in the
franchise agreement.  With effect from the 1st March the Office of Last Resort took the
franchise into public ownership, with a new managing director, Nick Donovan, and a new
company Northern Trains Ltd. With the onset of the pandemic there has not been any
opportunity to assess the effects of that change. We have been very fortunate that our
timetable has not been changed allowing essential workers to travel to their place of work.

2019 saw Ribble Valley Rail and the Partnership celebrating the 25th Anniversary of
the reopening of the line in May 1994 with an event at Ribble Valley Council Chamber on 6th

June. This was preceded by an outing on the DalesRail to Carlisle on 12th May.  During that
period the line has developed from a rural line to a busy commuter line taking passengers from
the Ribble Valley and Blackburn to Universities and businesses in Bolton and Manchester.
October saw the introduction of mini timetables for the line. These were well received by
businesses in Clitheroe and Whalley resulting in a reprint within a month. In the current
situation they are not being printed for the May timetable change.

Projects at stations have involved young people from Northern, schools and colleges.
At Clitheroe the Northern Apprentices together with pupils from Brookside and St. Michael
and St Johns Schools provided new signing from the station into Clitheroe and artwork
related to transport on each of the platforms. The Partnership provided a new display board,
which houses a new map of Clitheroe.  Working with Connecting East Lancashire students
from Blackburn College and Ribblelsdale High School have been working with an artist to
make the station more visible. Signage and artwork will be displayed at the station.
The stations along the line have benefitted from the involvement of Friends and In Bloom
groups with the flower tubs producing colorful displays. Funding was received from Whalley,
Langho and Wilpshire Parish Councils together with Station adoption funding.
Sadly in October our Webmaster and magazine compiler passed away after a short illness
leaving a huge void in our organization. He took over the website from Colin Carr and he
found great satisfaction in updating the various photo galleries. We have fortunately retained
the domain name.
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After many months of discussion Clitheroe Interchange closed on 5th February
2020 as no suitable organization could be found to continue to provide the service.
It looks like it will be many months yet before things begin to get back to normal and our
Friends of Stations will be allowed back to care for the stations. Thank you to everyone at
RVR for your ongoing commitment to the development of the line and the service.

Marjorie Birch
TREASURER’S REPORT
Income / Expenditure for 2019/20. Of note - during 2018/19 a loss of £1481 whereas this last
year, £880 'profit', mainly from a significant uplift in subss and personal donations during the
year (NB these never follow a regular pattern) and lower RVRN printing costs.  Much higher
postage costs, again never a regular cost.  Because of the many variables, it is not easy to
make year-by-year comparisons but we are maintaining a healthy bank balance.            DJB

RVR Membership Report prepared for AGM 21 March 2020
Recorded since 2019AGM; 1 death (Nigel Kirby, a loss of inestimable proportions).

1 new member. 1 created Hon Life, 61 renewals due at 31 January 2020. 2 have declined to
renew and 12 have, so far, failed to renew.

RVR currently has:  130 paid-up subscribing members and 5 Honorary Life Members.
16 of those members (including one member in Thailand and a family in France) receive
RVRNews via e-mail, as do a number of rail industries, press, other User Gps, MPs and local
authority people, an increasing number of whom are taking RVRNews via e-mail.

Remember if you receive RVRN via e-mail: a) you receive it before anyone else
b) always in full colour c) you save RVR not only printing costs but also, the ever-increasing
postage.  There may be some scope for a discount sometime in the future.

Normally, about 50 copies of each issue of RVRNews are hand-delivered so saving
over £100 p.a. but, despite annual increases in postage and the printing costs borne solely by
RVR, subs have been held at the same rates as from 1st April 2018
due to three factors : 1) the change of printer and 2) an anticipated decrease in the number of
hard copies needing to be produced on account of the increasing number of members and
others taking RVRN via e-mail 3) reducing the number of issues to three per year.

Members should note that the total cost of having to post out reminders separately
from the Autumn edition of RVRNews means a loss to RVR of over 10% of an Individual
Member’s current Annual Subscription.  This year, with the reduced cost per copy of
RVRNews, it was possible to send out the reminders with the February edition. However, the
late-payers will have to wait until June for their Membership Cards!

Thanks to all those members who have renewed, particularly those who renewed
before 31st January and to those 40% of members who included a donation with their subs
renewals.  It’s not too late for a recruitment drive similar to 1991, which brought in at least a
dozen new members. If, this year, each of us recruits just one new member we double the
membership. Increased membership should equate to greater influence for RVR.

And finally, a cry from the heart. If you change your address (and, especially, your
e-mail address) please inform me promptly so that I can make all the necessary adjustments in
good time.              Bill Briggs
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FRIENDS OF CLITHEROE STATION
There has been very little vandalism this year apart from some broken palings and a

basket or two twisted around. ISS continue to do a fine job. Some platform repairs have been
carried out and the station is looking good. At the start of Summer 2019 Ian and I planted 150
plants, which produced a riot of colour. Also on the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of the
reopening of the line bunting was erected on both platforms. Two large advertising boards
have been attached to the fence on platform 2 and the Northern Apprentices, working with
Brian Haworth from Community Rail Lancashire, replaced all the signage around the whole
Interchange. They also removed the rotting Welcome to Clitheroe sign by the underpass
which has been replaced with a red display board containing a town map flanked by some
wonderful photographs taken by RVR members Ken Roberts, Brian Haworth and Graham
Dudley. Art work by children from Brookside school and St Michael and St Johns schools has
been mounted on the fencing on platforms 1 and 2. The Dalesrail service was better supported
in 2019 with 6 or 7 each week boarding at Clitheroe.

We have reluctantly decided not to order bedding plants and hanging baskets this
summer because, since the Interchange closed in February, new padlocks have been fitted at
the rear of the building, which removes the access to our water supply. In their place we hope
to plant perennials and possibly bulbs, which would require less water and maintenance.

Thanks go to Ian for his ongoing help particularly in the summer.

Gordon Wilson

WHALLEY STATION
Paul visits almost on a daily basis and we must have one of the best looked-after

stations on the line. Faults are identified quickly and details passed on.  Routine liaison with
ISS staff and other contractors is very good but supervisory staff and any Northern staff are
rarely seen.  There has also been liaison with Network Rail civils working on maintenance and
repairs to the structure of Whalley Arches extending into the Blackburn end of the station.
 Waste baskets have been emptied in the current lockdown although there has been less
rubbish. Work to instal an ATM and CCTV is [was] on-going.
Vandalism is minimal.The garden, planters and baskets are cared for by Paul and experienced
members of Whalley in Bloom, their work being appreciated by the passengers. Thanks to
Whalley Parish Council for continuing financial support.

All faults have been reported to Northern, either through Brian  or a web-based
customer reporting system which produces an initial acknowledgement from Northern.  Some
matters are dealt with quickly, others take much longer with some unresolved and feedback or
explanation from Northern rare. The quality of fence repairs (mainly pales) has deteriorated
and debris is not being cleared from site.  The “Mind the Step” markings have almost completely
disappeared from both platforms.  It has not been possible to engage with the responsible
Northern Station Manager so information received from Northern about plans and works is
extremely little.Lancashire County Council’s lease of the carpark on The Sidings ended on 31
December and negotiations have been held between the landowner and Northern, but no
news of any firm conclusions.  Rumour has it  that the owner wishes to develop the site but
no planning application has been submitted. The “No Parking” signs on buildings in the
commercial estate are still in place, despite being reported to the highway authority some
years ago. Alan Scholfield
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LANGHO  STATION
During this period the NorthernRail franchise went through a period of severe

problems, not all of its own making - a new unsustainable timetable, late delivery of the
required new rolling stock, and separate staff industrial disputes involving drivers’ and
guards’terms and conditions of employment, resulted in the Government taking over the
running of all Northern services.   The unreliability of services in terms of frequent delays and
cancellations meant that passenger footfall and use of the service from all Ribble Valley
stations declined noticeably.   New trains entered service early in 2020 elsewhere on the
system releasing more trains for the RVservices, industrial relations were resolved, the situation
was, in fact, showing great improvement before the franchise was removed. All Pacer units
were withdrawn from RV services and very comfortable, quiet, air-conditioned class 158 units
introduced.   During the COVID-19 pandemic, an hourly service using 2-car class 150 units is
in place but the public discouraged from non-essential travel.

Langho station has had a comparatively uneventful year.   It has received a new
ticket machine.   Problems with the reliability of the digital train-running live information
displays were eventually solved and found to be caused by the digital supply cables rather
than the displays themselves.   The maintenance and cleaning contractor ISS, now under a
revised contract with theTOC, has produced a high standard of work never seen before and
the station is clean and tidy. Minor repairs and even clearing of ivy and other weeds is
undertaken.   Platforms are gritted efficiently over-night during frosty periods.

Vandalism and anti-social behaviour has reduced but 11  P1 shelter windows (since
repaired) were broken in one incident.   Twice, take-away food has been thrown at and
smeared on platform shelter windows.   (The “take-away” at the top of the station approach
has been closed due to sickness, the food must have been brought from elsewhere).

The planters have been maintained and weeded as required and the Langho-in-
Bloom volunteers have worked in close co-operation and have maintained the station approach
plants and flowers to a very attractive standard. Litter on platforms and in shelters is picked
regularly by our volunteers.   Contractors have done patch repairs to the tarmac behind the
platform edges of platform 2 where the surfaces continues to settle as it has done since
building. Peter Eastham

RAMSGREAVE & WILPSHIRE STATION
Situated in a now tree-lined railway cutting, both platforms receive a large mass of

leaves in autumn.   At the end of October the contractors were re-tasked and busy doing their
rounds of East Lancashire stations carrying out gritting during frosty nights so, in their lieu
RVR spent several hours removing the large accumulation of leaves.At the same time that the
shelter windows at Langho were broken, a single window at Ramsgreave was broken and also
repaired later. The decrease and subsequent increase in use of the station mirrors that of
Langho, but Ramsgreave always sees a much higher relative number of passengers.    A new
ticket machine was also installed here.

The anti-social use of the station by drug-users, and related items has virtually
ceased and the problem seems to have moved to another location nearby but off railway
premises.



17

Much engineering activity by NetworkRail contractors over the winter on the railway
cutting sides improved drainage of the cutting so, unlike previously, flooding here did not
occur in the early 2020 severe floods in this part of the world.

Connecting East Lancashire has been developing a project with students from
Blackburn  College and Ribblesdale High School. They are working with an artist to produce
artwork and signage to make the station more visible.

Our thanks to Craig Ward, Chair of Wilpshire Parish Council, who annually plants
the bedding plants supplied by the Parish Council. Peter Eastham

DARWEN STATION
The station has been visited weekly throughout the year usually between 11-00 and

12-00. It has not suffered any vandalism and the Customer Information Screens; Ticket Vending
Machines on both platforms have functioned well.  ISS visit the station on Tuesdays and
Thursdays emptying the litterbins and ensuring the cleanliness of the platforms. A notable
difference has been the cleanliness of the station following football matches at Ewood Park.
Over the last six months there has been very little demand for timetables, consequently the
holders on the platforms have not needed to be refilled.
          Both platforms have been lengthened to accommodate four-car units but it has taken
some time for the debris and surplus materials to be removed.    There has also been much
needed repainting along the platform edge. With the introduction of pay and display on the
car park adjoining the station there was an initial drop in usage of the car park. Over the last
three months there has been a gradual return with between 10 and 15 cars a day using the
facility.

The plant troughs are currently (March 2020) full of daffodils but there will need to
be some pruning of foliage before the planting of summer bedding plants.

Graham Dudley

When the Class 142 Railbuses, introduced to the railway network between 1985 and 1987, were
withdrawn from service, their leasing company ran a competition to make one available to the organisation
that could come up with an innovative use for one in the community. The above picture shows one of
the more far-sighted entries.  [attribution unknown. B Haworth]
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Facing page:

Upper:
At 10.19 on 27 August 2019 ex-LMS Jubilee 45699 Galatea, bearing “The Dalesman”

headboard, waits in Hellifield DOWN loop whilst a 3-car 158 departs for Carlisle.

Lower:
At 10.21 Galatea, with support coach, will be waiting at least until the “Carlisle” clears
Settle Junction. Meanwhile, a Leeds-bound 158 disappears behind Hellifield South Jct

Signal Box. This picture shows off the ornate Midland Railway canopy and the fine show
of flowers in the tubs and hanging baskets.

Both photos: Brian Haworth

RVRNews copy dates

Autumn edition; deadline 1st Mon in October, publication by November meeting.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS & DIARY DATES 2020

RVR Monthly meetings suspended for the present .

RVR WHO’S WHO & OTHER USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Hon Life Vice-Presidents: Alan & Sheila Kay 01254 826435

Chairman: Marjorie Birch, 01200 441549

Hon Sec: Peter Eastham, 79 Rogersfield, Langho, Blackburn, BB6 8HD  01254 240830

Hon Treasurer: David J Butterworth, 72 Fairfield Drive, Clitheroe, BB7 2PS 01200 425750

RVRNews Compiler

RVR Membership Sec: Bill Briggs  01254 854474

55 Bank Head Lane, Hoghton, PRESTON, PR5 0AB e-mail bill.rvrnews@gmail.com
FoR&WS: Peter Eastham 01254 240830

FoLS: Brian Haworth (FoS Co-ordinator) 01254 247844

FoWS: Alan Scholfield 01254 823140

FoCS: Gordon Wilson 01200 426214

BT Police: Railwatch Freephone 0800 40 50 40

Network Rail National Helpline  08457 11 41 41

Network Rail NWPress Office, Square One, 4 Travis Street, Manchester, M1 2NY 0161 880 3142

Northern Rail customer helpline 0845 600 1159

Train running information 0870 602 3322

RVR website: www.ribblevalleyrail.co.uk

Community Rail Partnership Website: www.communityraillancashire.co.uk
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B Haworth

B Haworth
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THEN
Whalley Viaduct seen from Whalley Nab; on a very early drawing. of unknown date,

a train can just be made out crossing the viaduct .
B Haworth collection.

NOW
Seen from a similar position at 07.51 on 27 March 2020, 66721 Harry Beck hauls the loaded

“Cement”, consisting of 5 bogie wagons and 14 4-wheelers, southbound over the Arches.
B Haworth


